Mark Carney’s speech at the University of Alberta

Good morning, students, faculty and alumni of the University of Alberta.

First of all, I would like to thank Bill Flanagan for the warm introduction. It is such a pleasure
and an honour to be back in my hometown, at an institution that has shaped so many lives. It is
also wonderful to meet so many young Canadians who are passionate about their education and

the future. Your dedication is truly admirable.

Today, I have been asked to speak about the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) and what
I would do about the CBC if [ were elected prime minister. The CBC is more than just a
broadcaster, it is a cornerstone of our national identity, a platform for diverse voices and a vital

source of information for all Canadians from coast to coast.

As prime minister, [ am committed to ensure that the CBC remains a strong, independent and
vibrant institution. The CBC has faced various challenges over the years, from funding cuts to
the pressures of competing in the changing media landscape. My vision for the CBC is for the

institution to thrive, adapt and serve the public interest.

In today’s digital age, the CBC must evolve to meet the needs of a modern audience. I will
support initiatives that enhance the institution’s digital presence, ensuring that its content is not
only accessible for everyone but also engaging for all Canadians. This will include investing in
advanced technologies, expanding online platforms and creating interactive content that

resonates with viewers across different demographics.

I will focus on strengthening local news by establishing more local bureaus and hiring additional
reporters. This will ensure that all Canadians have access to timely, relevant and reliable news.
Along with fully equipping these local bureaus to combat disinformation, therefore will provide

Canadians with a trusted news source they can rely on.

The CBC requires stable and sufficient funding to achieve its goals. I will advocate for increased
government support to ensure that the CBC continues to produce high-quality content that

reflects the diversity of our nation.



In recent months, very strong criticisms of the CBC/Radio-Canada have appeared in the media.
The network has been accused of being biased. Some have gone as far as claiming the network is
no longer necessary because very few people watch it. Additionally, there have been claims that

the network receives huge amounts of taxpayer money, and it is time to “Defund the CBC.”

However, I believe that the CBC’s role as a public broadcaster is more important than ever. In a
sea of misinformation and media consolidation, the CBC provides a trusted source of news and

diverse perspectives that are essential for Canadians.

Some may see the cost of maintaining the CBC is high, especially in times of economic
uncertainty we are currently in. The CBC’s ability to reach Canadians in remote areas, provide
educational content and promote Canadian culture is invaluable. Investing in the CBC is an

investment in our national identity.

The CBC continues to be an important part of the Canadian society. According to a recent study,
78 per cent of Canadians across the country support the CBC/Radio-Canada. The CBC is almost
a century old, representing a very concrete and real foundation of our culture. Its long history and

positive impact are still felt today.

According to the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, the public’s trust in news
continues to decrease in Canada. In 2023, 37 per cent of English-speaking Canadians and 49 per
cent of French-speaking Canadians agreed that most news was reliable most of the time, with an
overall trust score of 40 per cent, which was down from 55 per cent in 2016. A more recent
survey found that two-thirds of Canadians could not think of a single journalist they trusted. The
most trusted names, however, were from mainstream outlets like Radio-Canada and CTV, even
when the journalists themselves were no longer active. Despite these challenges, the CBC

remains a trusted source of news and information for Canadians.

The CBC was created on November 2, 1936. It was established as a crown corporation,
following two earlier experiments with public broadcast ownership. It was created to provide
Canadians with a broad range of programming in both English and French, and it has grown to
become one of the world’s major publicly owned broadcasters. 90 years later, the CBC remains
as a cornerstone of Canadian culture and society. It is essential to the preservation and promotion

of official languages and a reflection of Canada’s diversity. Over the years, the CBC has become



an essential element in Canadian homes, particularly in rural and minority communities, which

have a harder time accessing other sources of information.

The CBC has adapted to changing technologies, but its commitment to serving the public interest

remained constant.

I would like to share a story that hopefully will relate to some of you. As a student, I often relied
on CBC'’s educational programs and documentaries to enhance my learning. From a deep dive
into Canadian history, a scientific exploration or a cultural showcase, the CBC provided valuable
resources that enriched my education. These programs broadened my knowledge and also

inspired me to engage with the world around me.

The CBC’s commitment to high-quality educational programming helped me develop a deeper
understanding of the world. It encouraged me to ask questions, seek out new perspectives and
appreciate the diversity in our country. Through its educational content, the CBC showed me the
rich tapestry of Canadian society, showcasing the stories and experiences of individuals from

diverse backgrounds.

The CBC also plays an important role in highlighting Canadian artists, from filmmakers to
musicians to visual artists. The diverse voices and perspectives presented by the CBC helped me

understand the importance of inclusivity and representation in media.

For many of you studying media and journalism, the CBC represents a gold standard in public
broadcasting. Its commitment to unbiased reporting, high journalistic standards and diverse

storytelling is something to look up to.

In the face of growing threats to our sovereignty from external forces, particularly from the
United States, it is more important than ever to reinforce our national identity. The CBC plays an
essential role in this regard by promoting Canadian values, culture and perspectives. Our national
identity is what brings us together as Canadians, and it is essential for maintaining our
independence and resilience against external pressures. By supporting the CBC, we are not only
investing in a trusted source of information but also in the preservation of our sovereignty and

Canadian identity.



As you start your careers, always remember the importance of integrity and accuracy. Be the
journalists who restore trust in news, who tell stories that matter and who uphold the highest
standards of your profession. Embrace the opportunities that come your way, be curious and
never stop learning. Your dedication and passion will shape the future and contribute to a more

informed society.

As prime minister, [ will ensure the CBC continues to thrive, adapt and serve the public interest.
Together, we can build a future where the CBC remains as a highly trusted source of news and

information for all Canadians, so that the CBC continues to exist for us and by us.
Thank you.

(Word count: 1208)

A moment that will be an ideal video clip for social media: Carney’s personal story about relying
on CBC'’s educational programs and documentaries that enhanced his learning and inspired him
to engage with the world around him, as well as his message to the students at the end to always

remember the importance of integrity and accuracy.
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