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How Vancouver shapes Javia Leung’s fashion identity
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It’s a late afternoon in Vancouver, and Javia Leung finally has a moment to breathe. After a day
packed with meetings, she finds a quiet spot in her office, a corner she often uses for calls and
catch-ups. Even in the middle of her busy schedule, she carries herself with an effortless sense of

style that mirrors the city around her — laid-back yet intentional, practical yet polished.

Javia Leung is an apparel designer and assistant technical developer at Lululemon, where
she helps bring performance and lifestyle wear to life. Outside of her full-time role, she also
works part-time at Hey Jude, a small boutique in Vancouver known for its curated selection of
vintage and contemporary pieces. Beyond her work in retail and design, Javia also runs her own
label, Javia Leung, where she creates timeless, intuitive garments rooted in quality and care.
Each piece is handcrafted in Vancouver, thoughtfully balancing material, design and function to

create pieces that truly last.
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“I think my style is a mix of casual, timeless but also trendy,” said Javia, “Living in

Vancouver, the weather plays a big part.”

In a city known for its endless rain and mild winters, fashion is often shaped by function.
But for Javia, style is more than staying dry — it’s about expression. “I think the environment and
occasion influence me a lot. If others are dressed up, I’'m more inclined to dress up. But if

everyone’s casual, I tend to be more casual as well.”

When asked how local culture shapes Vancouver style, Javia pauses. “In general, culture
and community play a big role, but I feel like we kind of lack culture in a sense,” said Javia,
“Recently, with all the new wine bars and cafes opening up, I’ve noticed people are dressing up

more. You’ll see girls in fancy cocktail dresses and heels, something I never used to see here.”

Javia credits this shift to what she calls the “coffee shop culture,” a growing phenomenon
in Vancouver. “It’s become this thing where people dress up just to grab a coffee or run errands,”
she said, “I didn’t think it was as popular 10 years ago. Now it’s kind of the main event when

people go out.”

Social media has helped fuel this trend, with countless TikTok videos highlighting curated
“coffee run outfits.” In a city with few public gathering spaces like museums or galleries, cafes
and restaurants have naturally become the go-to place for people to go out and socialize. It’s a
subtle but noticeable change, people are putting more thought into how they present themselves,

even for the simplest outings.

One of the most striking changes in Vancouver’s fashion landscape is the rise of vintage
and secondhand shopping. Javia believes this trend is partly driven by rising living costs. She
mentioned a lot of people are turning to secondhand and vintage shopping, and she also sees this
trend as part of a broader return to minimalism and “frugal chic,” where people prioritize quality
over quantity, investing in long-lasting items, and being resourceful to appear stylish without
overspending. At Hey Jude, she’s witnessed firsthand the growing interest in vintage pieces, with

more vintage pop-ups and showrooms emerging across the city.

Javia emphasized that every Vancouver neighbourhood has its own fashion identity.
“Each neighbourhood is so different. On Main Street, it’s oversized clothes, flowy skirts and

sneakers. A mix of trendy and casual,” Javia explained, “In Kitsilano, it’s all leggings and
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athleisure.” These micro-style cultures reflect the diversity of the city’s communities and the

influence of lifestyle on fashion.

She’s noticed that even within her own workplace, style shifts depending on the environment.
“When I worked at Aritzia, everyone was trend-focused. Now at Lululemon, people wear more
lifestyle pieces like trousers and sneakers, and there’s been less leggings lately.” She also noticed
similar changes in her partner’s wardrobe, reflecting how different industries shape everyday

fashion norms.

Vancouver’s climate plays a major role in Javia’s day-to-day wardrobe. When it comes to
her daily style, Javia admits that she dresses more practically. “At work, I do a lot of walking and
commuting, so I dress for comfort,” said Javia, “I think about warmth, not slipping and not
ruining my white shoes.” Her experience working in retail and now in a more desk-oriented role

has shown her how workplace culture shapes fashion.

When asked where she finds fashion inspiration, Javia points to Pinterest and people
watching. “People watching is a bit harder in Vancouver,” said Javia, “But when I travel, I get
more inspiration from seeing how people dress in different cities.” Even in Vancouver, she finds
inspiration from people she sees at coffee shops and fashion-forward customers at work. She’s
noticed that the city itself is shifting, and people are becoming more intentional about how they
dress by blending practicality with personality. Whether it’s the growing appreciation for local
designers, the rise of vintage pop-ups or simply more people expressing themselves through

everyday outfits, Vancouver’s fashion identity is quietly evolving.

For Javia, fashion is a reflection of her surroundings. It’s a way to move through
Vancouver’s ever-changing landscape while staying true to her own evolving identity. As the city
changes, from its growing cafe culture to its love for effortless minimalism, her style evolves
with it. Each piece she wears carries a bit of that transformation, a reminder that fashion, like the

city itself, is always in motion.
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