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World’s largest rubber duck returns to Toronto this fall 

 

Toronto, Ont., Sept. 25, 2023 – The world’s largest rubber duck affectionately known as 

“Mama Duck” is going to return Thanksgiving weekend, Oct. 7 to Oct. 9 at Queens Quay 

East. This time, the rubber duck will be both on land and on water. The festival begins 

on the Saturday at 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and it will be free to the public. 

 

The City of Toronto is planning to work with the Waterfront Business Improvement Area 

(WBIA) to promote tourism and generate public interest to attract more visitors to the 

eastern waterfront. In addition to the giant duck, there will be more than 75 food and 

merchandise vendors, as well as additional fun family activities including free bike 

rentals and guided bike tours along the waterfront trail.    

 

This fall festival will be a follow-up festival to the hugely successful annual Toronto 

Waterfront Festival that was held very recently, Sept. 16 to Sept. 17 at Queens Quay 

East, where the rubber duck was only on land.  

 

(More) 
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The giant rubber duck is based on similar floating structures by a Dutch artist who has 

travelled the world. The six-storey, 13,000-kilogram rubber duck will arrive on the Friday 

by ship, courtesy of Canada Steamship Lines.  

 

Mayor Olivia Chow will be expected at the festival when the rubber duck arrives Friday 

afternoon. The Raptors’ Pascal Siakam, Chris Boucher, Scottie Barnes and Precious 

Achiuwa are also expected to attend the opening party late Friday afternoon, and they 

will also be joined by a life-sized Barbie and Ken for this party in addition to the 

basketball players. 

 

Jeff Ross, the director of strategic development at Waterfront Toronto, said, “The 

Toronto Waterfront Festival has been, and continues to be, a wonderful avenue for us to 

support tourism, talent, and business, as well as engage with our community and bring 

people together.”  

 

More than 750,000 people attended the September Toronto Waterfront Festival, and the 

event generated an estimated $7.5 million in economic impact for the city. Residents 

spent $16.5 million related to the event, including $4.8 million at local restaurants. The 

City of Toronto expects the same results for the upcoming Thanksgiving weekend.  

 

According to the WBIA, traffic on Queens Quay from May to August was down nearly 

400,000 pedestrians compared with 2019. In August alone, pedestrian counts on central 

Queens Quay were down 27 per cent compared with the same year. 

 

“Enhancing signage is something the city intends to improve,” said Katherine Hebb, 

marketing director at the WBIA. “We want to ensure that Toronto's waterfront becomes 

an even more inviting and accessible destination for everyone.” 

 

As the fourth largest city in North America, Toronto is a global leader in business, 

finance, technology, entertainment and culture. Its large population of immigrants from 

all over the globe has also made Toronto one of the most multicultural cities in the 

world. For more information, visit https://www.toronto.ca. 

https://www.toronto.ca/
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